
Representations about Muggeridge Field against the draft Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan in March 2020 

Source: Consultation Statement - APPENDIX E – List of comments received at Regulation 14 and Forum responses. 

Ref.  Respondent  Feedback   Forum Response / Suggested amendment to Plan  

13.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

As mentioned before, I think the main problem with the plan is its weakness in terms of 
protecting green space in and around Horsham. By all means, knock down buildings and 
replace them with ugly flats and houses, but do not build on areas which are vital to other 
species and to our own wellbeing. And remember, in light of this winter's excessive 
rainfall, concrete and brick does not absorb water; grass and trees do.   
I would like to put in a special note regarding Muggeridge field - this is vital as an 
extension of the Chesworth site and building here would be an appalling decision. Not 
only is the skyline and view from this field amazing but it is also an important area for 
birdlife and a wonderful entry point to the Chesworth farm site, which is lovely but 
becoming increasingly isolated due to the imbecility of local landowners whose 
properties adjoin the site. Reducing the green areas around the Chesworth site any 
further could be catastrophic for the local wildlife. Also, the field absorbs a lot of rain 
water which would otherwise flood down to the Brighton Road, to an area which already 
suffers from flooding in periods of heavy rain. As I mentioned in a previous missive, I 
would have no hesitation in suing the council were they to build on Muggeridge field and 
cause my house to flood.   

The plan identifies a network of green 
infrastructure and specific locations to designate as 
Local Green Spaces.  
  
Muggeridge Field has been assessed as not 
meeting the strict requirements of the NPPF 
criteria for Local Green Spaces.  
  
Flooding is considered in every planning 
application already and the NPPF includes 
national policies relating to development on flood 
plains.  

39.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Making improvements to traffic-free cycle access into town from the forest area. By 
encouraging more alternative forms of transport we reduce the use of cars. Green areas 
to be maintained/sustained and invested in where necessary. Muggeridge Field and 
Hornbrook to be kept as green spaces. Hedgerows encourage wildlife diversity & to 
maintain ????? & green spaces in the Beu's Acre area  

Noted. Muggeridge was not assessed as meeting 
the LGS criteria, which are very strict.  



Ref.  Respondent  Feedback   Forum Response / Suggested amendment to Plan  

54.   POLICY HB11: Local green spaces F24  Summary of typed submission. Would like to see 
the land south of Athelston Way (Muggeridge Field) designated as a local green space on 
the grounds that it meets the NPPF criteria. a) It is close proximity to the community it 
serves....it is within a short walking distance of many houses via the public bridleway. (b) 
As some one who has lived in a house overlooking Muggeridge Field for 43 yrs my family 
have enjoyed the beauty and tranquility of the field over the years we have used it for 
dog walking, horse riding and training  for marathons. We and our neighbours have also 
enjoyed wonderful panoramic views of Denne Hill and countryside beyond as the field 
rises gently to the 55 metre contour at Picts Hill. Muggeridge Field is an important 
recreational and wild life asset for residents of the town & recent sightings include deer, 
foxes, pheasants, barn owls and badgers. Nightingales have also been heard. (c) It is local 
in character because it has areas of housing on the northern and eastern boundaries. It 
covers 4.1 hectacres so it is not an extractive tract of land.  

See previous notes on Muggeridge Field  

92.   Muggeridge Field should be in the designation of Local Green Spaces  The rationale behind not including this as a LGS is 
included in the evidence base.  

335 20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Chesworth farm is a huge natural asset to the town providing fantastic walking and other 
recreation facilities and is likely to become an SSSI in the longer term. The council clearly 
invest in this significantly and its highly valued by the wider Horsham population. It is 
therefore vitality important the Muggeridge field which backs onto and over looks both 
the allotments and Chesworth is also protected proving a boundary between the farm 
and the built up areas around it. Should Muggeridge field be lost to developers it won’t be 
long before the farm itself is tagged. 

See previous comments on Muggeridge 

348.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Muggeridge Field has been identified as part of Horsham's Green Infrastructure whch is 
good news. However this might not be sufficient to protect it long-term (see HB11)  

Noted.  

379 20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

For me, the protection of green spaces is the most important aspect of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and of all the green spaces the one that is of most importance to me 
is Muggeridge Field (land south of Athelstan Way). Since Muggeridge Field hasn’t been 
designated as a Local Green Space, I strongly disagree with this policy. Furthermore, if the 
plan isn’t updated to include Muggeridge Field as a Local Green Space I will have to vote 
against the Neighbourhood Plan in the referendum.  
 

See previous comments on Muggeridge Field. The 
Blueprint has extensively engaged with local people 
and a comprehensive audit of green spaces was 
assessed drawn from a range of sources, not least 
the work of the community-led Horsham Society.  
 



Ref.  Respondent  Feedback   Forum Response / Suggested amendment to Plan  

In the Local Green Spaces Review document, Muggeridge Field was discounted in stage 1 
with the comment, “Criteria 4 - This field is located off Athelstan Way. Whilst it is crossed 
by footpaths, in itself it is not felt to be suitable for Local Green Space designation.” 
Criteria 4 refers to the Government Guidance (paragraph 018 Ref ID: 37-018-20140306), 
which says, “Areas that may be considered for designation as Local Green Space may be 
crossed by public rights of way. There is no need to designate linear corridors as Local 
Green Space simply to protect rights of way, which are already protected under other 
legislation.” Muggeridge Field isn’t a linear corridor and the reason for designating it as a 
Local Green Space isn’t to protect a right of way. Therefore, it should not have been 
discounted in stage 1 and it should have gone on to the evaluation against the NPPF 
criteria in stage2.  
 
Muggeridge Field satisfies the criteria stated in paragraph 100 of the NPPF:  
 
a. It is in close proximity to the community it serves. There are areas of housing on two 
sides of the field and it is within a short walking distance of many houses via the public 
bridleway.  
 
b. It is demonstrably special to the local community and holds a particular local 
significance. I am very fortunate to live on the eastern boundary of the field so I benefit 
from the beautiful landscape of the field every day. Since the field is on a hill, many 
houses have a view of it, not just those along the boundary but also houses set well back 
from the field. Hence the field is important in giving the area its semi-rural setting. I also 
walk and run along the bridleway on the western side of the field several times a week, 
enjoying the tranquility of the field and the beautiful natural grassland landscape. Most of 
all I enjoy the wonderful panoramic view from the top of the hill, across the field to the 
countryside beyond. From my house, I see lots of other people using the field for 
recreational activities: walking, cycling and running. I also see wildlife in the field including 
deer, foxes, pheasants, barn owls and badgers. The fact that Muggeridge Field is on a hill 
and its close proximity to housing makes it a very special and significant place to the local 
community.  
 
c. It is local in character because there are areas of housing on the northern and eastern 
boundaries. It covers an area of 4.1 hectares, so it is not an extensive tract of land.  



Ref.  Respondent  Feedback   Forum Response / Suggested amendment to Plan  

 
The Local Green Spaces Review document, explains that the Steering Committee 
conducted their own research on green spaces and then they themselves went through a 
subjective selection process to designate areas as Local Green Spaces. The advice 
provided by Locality says that engagement with the community is an essential part of 
planning for green spaces. However, Horsham Blueprint didn’t engage with the 
community as part of their selection process and they failed to take into account 
comments sent to them about the importance of Muggeridge Field by myself and my 
neighbours in December 2019. I know that the Steering Committee had very limited 
resources so I can understand why they went through the process that they did. I just 
hope that they will now listen to the local community and will designate Muggeridge Field 
as a Local Green Space.  

385.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Have you looked at Muggeridge Field and also the small triangle adjacent to the bridleway 
off of Arun Way as local green spaces.  

The group has undertaken a comprehensive audit 
of local green space. The assessment has shown 
that these spaces will not meet the strict NPPF 
criteria.  

395.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Muggeridge field is used by walkers, cyclists and runners to access Horsham hill and is the 
traditional and historic route down to Chesworth house. It should be added to this list.   

See previous comments on Muggeridge Field.  

396.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Muggeridge Field should be designated a Local Green Space. It meats all the criteria 
specified by the NPPF.   
1. It is close to the community it serves which is a) the houses immediately on or near its 
Northern and Easter borders , b) the whole of  South East Horsham and c) also people do 
come from all over to admire the views, use the Bridleway on the elevated Western side  
and see the wild life. This is in constant use for walking, cycling,  jogging and nature study 
as local people admire the Field and what it has to offer.   
2.It is demonstrably special to the local community for its beauty, its uniquely glorious 
views, its very easy access and closeness to the community, its tranquility while being so 
close to urbanisation, and for its wild life sightings in its inspirational unspoilt setting.   
3.   It is very local in character as it is not an extensive tract of land but a small gem of 
unique beauty and interest to so many local people .  

As above.  



Ref.  Respondent  Feedback   Forum Response / Suggested amendment to Plan  

397.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Muggeridge Field should be included as a local green space. This meets the NPPF criteria 
in every single way.   
The footpath at the top of the field is used daily by dog walkers, nature lovers and 
photographers and enables them to see the extensive views to the south over 
Muggeridge field and the richness of wildlife. Because Muggeridge field is on a hill, the 
view of it can be enjoyed by many residences in the south of the neighbourhood and 
also from the countryside to the south of Horsham.  
Personally I have seen barn owls, deer, badgers and numerous other species of birds on 
the field. It would be devastating not to retain this beautiful part of our neighbourhood.    

As above.  

398.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Muggeridge Field.  
The area has a wide range of flora and fauna, and is seen as a tranquil space alongside 
Chesworth farm. It provides an oasis of calm, green space and is very frequently used by 
the local community for recreation, exercise and enjoyment of the countryside. This area 
also supports a lot of wildlife, including newts, snakes, owls, bats, deer, badgers, 
frogs,toads, foxes and numerous other birds and animals. We use the land frequently for 
recreational purposes and take great pleasure in seeing and enjoying the wonderful 
wildlife. This land can be easily accessed from several points to provide good public 
access and provides enjoyment for many local people. Our young grandchildren take 
pleasure in playing in the field and viewing the wildlife from their treehouse.   
The topography of the land provides users with sweeping views towards the town centre 
and South towards the river and Denne Hill area. There are a large number of residential 
properties in the immediate area and as such the land can be readily enjoyed by local 
residents without the need to drive or park a car near the field. The bridleway is also 
used by local people for cycling, running and walking. This is a relatively small area of 
land that provides a high degree of enjoyment for all visitors and surrounding property 
owners many of which are low lying bungalows. This relatively small field connects the 
local people to the countryside giving a semi-rural setting for local residents.   

As above.  



Ref.  Respondent  Feedback   Forum Response / Suggested amendment to Plan  

404.  20. Questionnaire 
responses  

 

Please can we protect the land south of Athelstan Way (known locally as Muggeridge 
Field) by designating it as a local green space.  
This land passed from Horsham Council to the District Council in the early 1970’s with the 
expectation that it would be used to build a school with a playing field.  The school was 
not built, but I believe the land is still designated for educational purposes.    
Subsequently the land was considered for inclusion in the Horsham District Local Plan as a 
possible site for housing, but the Inspector’s report recommended that it should not be 
included.  
More recently an application was made for building 70 dwellings on the site (DC/11/0224) 
but this was rejected on the grounds that it would cause serious harm to the character 
and  

See above.  

504.  10. WSCC Assets  LGS Review: Muggeridge Field  
do not support the fact that it clearly states ‘This field is located off Athelstan Way. 
Whilst it is crossed by footpaths, in itself it is not felt to be suitable for Local Green Space 
designation.’ This is an incorrect statement. The site bound by stock proof fencing and 
private land signs. In accordance with the West Sussex PROW mapping system, iMaps, 
neither permissive paths nor formal public rights of way are located within the site.   
   

Noted and agree to amend text within the Local 
Green Space Review.   

 

 


